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| Senate Panel Backs Padt 
To Curb Atom Weapons 

approval, 14 to 0, Clears the Way for 
t Floor Action — U.S. Ratification of / 
Treaty Is Expected Next Month ! 


Washington, Feb. 25 — 

JSttlflJtJS— «E££SiSJi_^Gl8itions 

approved without 
^sent today the treaty to pre- 
tit the spread of nuclear 
ffapons, clearing the way for 
obable American ratification 
month. 

IfThe committee also moved 
vard adoption of a resolution 
signed to curb what it re- 
ds as a proliferation of for- 
fetei commitments by the Unit- 
in' States. The sense-of-the Sen- 
jSlje resolution calls upon the 
executive branch not to enter 
jpo any further foreign com- 
jfcjtments without the “affirma- 
tive action” of Congress. 

The nuclear treaty was ap- 
proved, 14 to 0, with Senator 
Thomas J. Dodd, Democrat of 
Connecticut, voting “present.’’ 
Floor debate on the treaty is 
1 expected to start late next 
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week. Senate approval is re- 
garded as certain. 

With Senate approval, the, 
Nixon Administration will be! 
in a position to ratify the^ 
treaty next month, some ninej 
months after the treaty was ap-_ 
proved and signed by the Unit-f 
ed States. 


Continued From Page 1, Col, 7 

The treaty goes into effect 
when It has-been ratified by 
the United States, Britain and 
the Soviet Union plus 40 other 
nations — a point that the State 
Department now expects will 
be reached by next fall. Thus 
far the treaty has been signed 
by 87 nations but ratified by 
only nine, including Britain. 

Submitted by Johnson 

The treaty was submitted to 
the Senate last July by Presi- 
dent Johnson. The committee 
approved it for the first time 
last September, 13 to 3, with 
three Sentors abstaining. 

Despite considerable prod- 
ding by the Johnson Adminis- 
tration, however, the Senate 
Democratic leadership put off 
consideration last year after 


!; .President Nixon, then the Re- 
The belated American ratifi-h i publican Presidential nominee, 


cation is expected to lead to 
approval of the treaty by the 
Soviet Union and some non- 
nuclear states, such as West, 
Germany and Japan, that have : 
expressed reservations about! 1 
taking vows of nuclear absti-j’ 
nence. I 

Under the treaty, the nu- ! 
clear powers pledge not to dis- . 
tribute atomic weapons and the 
nonnuclear states pledge not to 
acquire such weapons. 
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said that immediate ratification 
| would be untimely in view of 
" the Soviet invasion of Czecho- 
slovakia. 

On the basis of the vote to- 
day, it was apparent that much 
opposition to the treaty had 
evaporated, particularly among 
Republicans, now that Presi- 
dent Nixon has taken the posi- 
tion that ratification would ad- 
vance his policy of negotia- 
tion rather than confrontation 
with the Soviet Union. 

The only opposition now is 
gd to come from such] 
Conservatives as j 
Barry -TlJaWSIlWer of Arizona, 
Strom Thurmond of South 
Carolina and John G. Tower 
of Texas. 

But the Administration ik 
now confronted with a Foreign 


Relations Committee that Is tag interpretations than the 
taking a closer, more critical Administration desires. 


look at the treaty’s terms and 


thus raising questions that theL; . committee members, 
State Department and the Arms 1 ’ ’ 


Control and Disarmament 
Agency would have preferred 
be left unasked- 

Much of the committee’s dis- 
cussion today, for example, cen- 
tered on whether, under Arti- 
cle III, the United States could 
give nuclear assistance to a 
country that did not accept the 
treaty or refused to place all 
its atomic activities under in- 
ternational inspection, and 
whether Article VI obligated 
the United States to enter into 
arms control negotiations with 
the Soviet Union. 

Article III specifies that a 
nuclear power may not furnish 
atomic assistance to any non- 
nuclear-weapons state unless 
that state has accepted Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency 
inspection over all fissionable 
material in all its nuclear facili- 
ties. Left unclear is whether 
the nonnuclear-weapons state 
must also be a signatory to the 
treaty. 

Article Calls for Talks 

Under Article VI, the nuclear 
powers undertake to enter into 
“good faith” negotiations to 
curb the atomic arms race. 

For its own diplomatic bar- 
gaining purposes, both with 
the Soviet Union and some of 
the reluctant nonnuclear states, 
the Administration would have 
preferred that the United 
States interpretation of the 


By approving the treaty al 


such as Senator George D. 
Aiken of Vermont, the ranking 
committee Republican, be- 
lieved they had strengthened 
President Nixon’s hand on his 
current European trip in per- 
suading Western European 
(countries to sign and ratify 
the treaty. 

Action Is Postponed 

Partly to avoid embarrassing 
the President during his trip, 
[however, the committee de- 
cided to postpone action on 
what has come to be known 
as “the national commitments 
resolution.” Senator Aiken first 
moved to report out the reso- 
lution, but it was then decided 
to postpone action until Sec- 
retary of State William P. 
Rogers could present the Ad- 
ministration’s views. 

Partly in reaction to the 
Vietnam war and partly be- 
cause of a desire to reassert 
Senate authority in making 
foreign policy, the committee 
approved about two years ago 
a sense-of-the-Senate reso- 
lution calling upon the execu- 
tive branch not to commit 
American troops to foreign 
hostilities without positive ap- 
proval by Congress. 

Ready for action by the com- 
mittee, now, however, is a 
much broader resolution call- 
ing upon the executive branch 
not to enter into any foreign 


two articles be left somewhat commitment, military or non- 
ambiguous. But now that thelmilitarv, without first obtain- 
questions have been raised, thejing “affirmative action” by 
committee, in its report on the (Congress, such as through ap- 
treaty next week, is expected proval of a treaty or conven- 
to offer far stricter, more bind- tion. 
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